
CONFERENCE PROGRAM
FORUM BETASOL – 02.SEP.2026 

Time Titel Speakers

REGISTRATION – 8.30 A.M.

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

09:00- 9:05 Chairpersons / Moderators
Dr. Christian Lang und Helen Pfitzner · 
Agrarservice Hessen-Pfalz GmbH & Verband der 
Hessisch-Pfälzischen Zuckerrübenanbauer e.V.

09:05- 9:20 Impulse from Rhineland-
Palatinate and Hesse

Christine Schneider · Ministerin für Landwirtschaft, 
Weinbau, Umwelt und Forsten - Rheinland-Pfalz und  
 
Daniel Köfer · Staatssekretär im Hessischen 
Ministerium für Landwirtschaft & Umwelt, Weinbau, 
Forsten, Jagd und Heimat

PERSPECTIVES FROM ASSOCIATIONS AND INDUSTRY

09:20- 9:30
Statement from European 
sugar beet and potato 
associations:

Romans Vorss · EUROPATAT – European Potato 
Trade Association 
Juliette-Marie Margueritte · EUPPA – European 
Potato Processors’ Association 
Alexander Krick · CIBE – International 
Confederation of European Beet Growers

09:30- 9:45

Statement from the hosts: 7 
years of planthopper research 
for practice — findings and 
perspectives

Anna Dettweiler · Agrarservice Hessen-Pfalz 
GmbH & Verband der Hessisch-Pfälzischen 
Zuckerrübenanbauer e.V.

9:45- 09:55 Questions & Discussion  

EXPERT PRESENTATIONS

9:55- 10:15 Current status of planthoppers, 
pathogens, and host plants

Natasha Witczak · Julius Kühn-Institut (JKI), Institut 
für Pflanzenschutz in Obst- und 
Weinbau, Siebeldingen und Agrarservice Hessen-
Pfalz GmbH

10:15- 10:35
Differentiation of 16SrXII 
subgroups A and P of 
Candidatus Phytoplasma solani

Prof. Dr. Michael Kube · Universität Hohenheim
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10:45- 11:05
New planthopper – new threat? 
Reptalus quinquecostatus in 
Austria

Matthias Wernicke · AGES – Österreichische 
Agentur für Gesundheit und Ernährungssicherheit 
GmbH

11:05- 11:25
Fastidious pathogens infecting 
sugar beet and potato in the 
Pannonian Plain

Dr. Bojan Duduk · Institute of Pesticides and 
Environmental Protection, Belgrade, Serbia

11:25-11:45

Crop-associated planthopper 
vectors drive Candidatus 
Phytoplasma solani 
epidemiology 

Dr. Andrea Kosovac · Institute of Pesticides and 
Environmental Protection, Belgrade, Serbia

11:45-11:55 Questions & Discussion  

JOINT LUNCH & EXHIBITORS –  11:55- 13:30

13:30- 13:50

From research to practice: 
Plant protection at the JKI in 
dialogue between politics and 
agriculture

Dr. Johannes Hausmann · Julius Kühn-Institut 
(JKI) – Institut für Pflanzenschutz in Ackerbau und 
Grünland

13:50- 14:05

Timing is everything! How 
infestation timing and 
insecticide application 
influence yield

Dr. Henning Ebmeyer · KWS SAAT SE & Co. KGaA

14:05- 14:25
SBR – how far has science 
come, and what benefits can 
be expected in practice?

Dr. Omid Eini  · 
IfZ – Institut für Zuckerrübenforschung, Göttingen

14:25-14:45

Evolutionary ecology and 
sustainable control of the 
planthopper Pentastiridius 
leporinus

Prof. Dr. Andreas Vilcinskas · Fraunhofer-Institut 
für Molekularbiologie und Angewandte Oekologie 
IME, Gießen

14:45- 15:05
Impacts on the quality, 
processing and utilization of 
potatoes and sugar beet

Hendrik Göbbels · Agrarservice Hessen-Pfalz 
GmbH und  

Hannah Adam-Schilling · Verband der Hessisch-
Pfälzischen Zuckerrübenanbauer e.V.

15:05-15:15 Questions & Discussion  
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PANEL DISCUSSION

15:15-15:25
Impulse for the Panel 
Discussion: Situation in Plant 
Protection:

PD Dr. Hinrich Snell · Leiter des Referates 
733 „Pflanzenschutz, Pflanzengesundheit“ · 
kommissarischer Leiter der Unterabteilung 73 
„Landwirtschaftliche Erzeugung, Gartenbau“ · 
Bundesministerium für Landwirtschaft, Ernährung 
und Heimat (BMLEH)

15:25-16:55

Discussion of central 
conference topics, results and 
the political framework with 
representatives 
from:

SCIENCE – Prof. Dr. Andreas Vilcinskas · 
Fraunhofer Institute for Molecular Biology and 
Applied Ecology IME 
 
PRACTICE – Walter Manz · Sugar beet grower, 
Chairman of the Verband der Hessisch- 
Pfälzischen Zuckerrübenanbauer e.V. 
 
POLITICS –  
Isabel Mackensen-Geis · SPD Parliamentary 
Group · Member of the Committee on Food and 
Agriculture · Deputy Spokesperson for Agriculture, 
Food and Regional Identity  
 
INDUSTRY – Dr. Paul-Martin Pfeuffer · Verband 
Süddeutscher Zuckerrübenanbauer e.V. 
 
TRADE – Manfred Dressler · res naturae QSV 
GmbH and Potato grower 
 
DOWNSTREAM INDUSTRY –  
André Nadler · Burgis GmbH & 
Max Müller · Kartoffel-Centrum Bayern GmbH

CLOSING

16:55-17:00
Summary of the most important 
findings 
and outlook.

END - 17:00


